space

We asked some
local creatives
to give us a tour
of their ‘offices’.

After doing the flowers for her own wedding, a guest approached HEIKE to do the
flowers for a wedding she was planning. Six months later, Fleur le Cordeur was fully
booked and Heike left her corporate IT job to become a full-time florist.

Heike le
Cordeur
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1. My 80-year-old grandma crocheted
this blanket. It’s great for keeping warm in
the studio. We have to keep the aircon on
year-round for the flowers.
2. Oncidiums are my favourite flowers.
I love their weird texture.
3. A cabbage from my garden – I grow
them randomly in the flowerbeds.
4. My daughter Indya (3) is at the stage
where she copies everything I do, and she
has definitely inherited my love of shoes!
Unfortunately I spend long hours on my
feet, so I usually wear flip-flops.
5. My favourite book:The Language of
Flowers. It was a gift from my mom-in-law.
6. I can’t operate without tea – I collect
teacups and my favourite part of the day
is going to the cupboard with Indya so we
can select our teacups for the day.
7. I always take my rings off when I work.
The yellow topaz stone was passed down
to me from my great-great-grandfather.
8. A scan of our little boy, Levi. Having the
studio at home allows me to have the kids
around me all the time.
9. The bouquet that started it all – the
one I made for my own wedding.
10. My husband Andrew’s 2007 Cape
Epic medal – that’s where we met. We’ve
been inseparable ever since.
11. I specialise in bouquets, so I use a lot
of ribbons and lace.
12. A family-in-the-making pic – I was
pregnant with my son, Luca.
13. Embellished sheep-wool flowers
from a bridal show. I grew up on a farm
in the Karoo, and the wool is from sheep
roaming on my brother’s farm.
14. Production line for our next wedding.
15. I collect vases – at last count I had
about 270. The two big green ones date
back to the 1930s and I think it’s amazing
that they have survived for so long.
16. Armani, our Persian, is literally on
his 8th life. We used to have another cat
called Bella, but when we got the dogs,
she moved in with the neighbours!
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